
	  

AAIL-ESIL Workshop on International Migration  
Tentative agenda 

 
SESSION ONE: FOUNDATIONAL ISSUES 

 
Terminology 
What are the definitions and legal implications of key terminology such as mixed migration 
flows, asylum seeker and refugee, irregular migrant, trafficking vs. smuggling, and irregular vs. 
illegal migration? What are the differences between the EU regimes and that of the 1969 OAU 
Convention in this regard? 
 
The drivers of irregular migration 
The panel discusses the various push factors (including armed conflict and environmental 
migration) and the legal rights and obligations of the countries (African or European) of origin, 
transit and destination.  
 
The need of evidence-based policies and strategies 
This will involve discussion of the concept of mixed migration, especially the movement of 
persons crossing the Mediterranean but of equal importance, the South-South and intra-regional 
migration in Africa, which is responsible for more loss of lives than the Mediterranean 
migration. The discussion will contrast the figures on migrant, refugee and asylum seeker 
arrivals in Europe vs. the figures on arrivals in MENA countries. 
 
The definitions of “refugee” and their relevance for recent refugee flows 
What are the disparities between international legal regulation and the situation on the ground? 
The panel will discuss the widening gulf between international law and what is actually 
happening in the world with regard to population movement. Today, asylum remains regulated 
internationally by an international convention focused on those fleeing specific types of 
persecution despite this bearing little relevance for most people on the African continent. 
 

SESSION TWO: THE ADEQUACY OF CURRENT GENERAL LEGAL FRAMEWORK 
 
African perspectives on the application in the European Union (EU) of the 1951 
Convention on the Status of Refugees compared with the 1969 Convention  
 
Existing obligations under the 1951 Convention on the Status of Refugees are not being fully 
honored through, for example, the tightening of EU visa requirements, the tendency towards 
stricter interpretation of the refugee definition and exclusion clauses, harsh detention conditions, 
and increased securitization of migration and asylum law in Europe. How does the EU apply the 
1951 Refugee Convention according African perspectives? The panel discusses the narratives of 
the migrants themselves,  the positions of African States  on the unjust treatment of their own 
citizens, the refoulement of migrants and how to counter risk of brain drain/promote circular 
migration. 
 
Lacunae in international law in respect of regulating mass population movements and of 
international cooperation in sharing responsibility 



	  

 
The panel will discuss whether new international regulation is required as a matter of policy and 
principle or if effective implementation of already existing norms that regulate mass movement 
should be promoted (such as international humanitarian law, the law of the sea, refugee law, 
transnational criminal law, international human rights law, and international labor law, amongst 
others)? 
 

SESSION THREE: EU POLICIES ON MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES 
 
The “Dublin System”: disparities between migration and refugee laws in EU Member 
States and their implications for migrants and refugees arriving in Europe.  
 
The panel will discuss the main disparities between different EU member states when it comes to 
refugee and migration law, for example, disparities in reception procedures, treatment, 
interpretation, content of protection, duration, etc. and the justice implications for migrants and 
refugees arriving in Europe? What is the effectiveness of the recast Dublin system, in 
conjunction with EU Regulation No. 603/2013 (fingerprint regime under Eurodac), and recent 
proposed additions to Dublin such as the provisional relocation of 120000 protection 
beneficiaries (Council Decision 2015/1601) and the Commission proposal for a crisis relocation 
mechanism (COM(2015) 450 final). It will also discuss the beliefs and ideas circulating among 
would-be-migrants about such differences between EU member states or the adaptation of 
smuggling routes influenced by such beliefs. 
 
Regulating labor migration in legal conditions to the EU and ensuring equality and non-
discrimination in the treatment of migrant workers 
 
The panel discusses the strong pull factors to the EU, since EU economies highly rely on cheap 
and informal migrant labor and which institutional and legal frameworks are needed in this 
regard? Also the issue of remittances will be discussed. 
 
 

SESSION FOUR: MULTILATERAL COOPERATION  
 
International cooperation in responding to the consequences of displacements due to 
environmental causes 
 
A discussion on environmental justice issues resulting from displacement due to climate change, 
desertification, drought and famine, and resource scarcity that are already affecting North Africa 
and the Levant more than other regions of the world. How have these factors contributed to 
exacerbating conflict and displacement in places such as Sudan, Syria, Iraq, Yemen and 
Palestine? 
 
International cooperation in responding to migration by sea 
 
The panel will discuss search and rescue operations of mixed migration flows in the 
Mediterranean: an analysis from both a maritime law and UN Convention on Law of the Sea 



	  

(UNCLOS) perspective. What are the immediate measures (or lack thereof) taken by the 
European Commission to respond to the situation in the Mediterranean? What, according to 
Northern African perspectives, is the role of the EU to prevent the loss of lives, and how do 
Northern African States define their own role in this regard? In the coming years, how could 
migration in all its aspects be better managed? Is the non-refoulement principle breached in 
operations in which a vessel under the flag of an African country, or under the flag of an EU member 
state with an African official on board intercept persons within African territorial waters and return them 
(i.e. FRONTEX operation Hera in cooperation with Senegal)? The panel will also discuss the EU’s 
military operation EUNAVFOR MED: state of the art, implications and challenges. 
 
End/Closing remarks 
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